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[n 1864, some 1:|'|.trt:r thousand ex-slaves were in the
Listrict and unfortunately, educational opportunitics
were: far and few between, Yet, they were EAgET 10 pur
ane life's dreams. At first students attended school in an
armyy barrack at nearby Fort Stevens, and an annex was
added in] 855, Both IJmHl:nE\i were demaolished when
the current structure was built in 1911, The new four-
room red-brick school building with two basements was
e qgrrl.ﬂ in the Ttalian Rermsm‘u:rmle |:rr Enoweden Ashe
bordd, the city’s municipal anchitect, and constructed by
the firm of Skinker & Garrest,

Why is the Military Road School an important aspect
of Washington history?

For TRany years, the i"«'1.|]:||3]':.' Rpad Schenl wis tlse :.ml_r
school for black children (Grades 1-8) n the upper nocth-
west section of the County of Washington, now known
as the District of Columbia. The school served not only
"-"-'-v#lingtnn , but also students from nmrl'r;_n.'
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and build on. Tnan era of inequality, the students of Mil-
itary Road received an education unmatched in :[ualltl.r
When it chosed in 1954, it was s last i
country-style school (where several grades were tanght
together in the same mom).

Where does the name come from?

Very sirn]:rl:.'1 the school was named after the road on
which it is was located, This road, in chose prosimity o
Fort Stevens, was wed to transport soldiers and military
equipment to and from the fort, This section of Military
Road is now called Missouri Avenue,

Is the buildling a historic landmark?
The achool is listed on the D.C. Repistry of Historic

Sites and i soon to be nominated for national rec
tion by the Historic Presersation Review Office,

|'.|1.Ih]H:“ achoaol in 1954, l|'||." Tardsarme Trick |:--.ukhn-- has
survived the urban development which continues toal
ter much of the city's original Havor. We want this facil-
ity to continue se rung the: surrounding community in
an edhacational capacity to help children develop =eIf worth
and Fespect for others, In tribute to the excellent teach-
mgﬂ'l:ﬂ;dmkmgrrl us tomake a differcnoe insoc icty, we
are pursuing avenues to restore the building to its origi
nal h:auh- and expaose inner- LII‘.\"‘.I.:llLIh'I.HU]L basic rich-
es of life we received there.

To kearn mure, join the Military Road School Alum
ni Association at the Historical Society onThursday, May
2 at6:30 p.m. for a :=|'|n:'ri1] program and discussion!

For mare |1'_.'_|"urrr.mlr'-."a: or bo support the Military
Road Scheo!l Alumni Association, contact Patricio

Tyson at 301 -588-1475.



