For miny Years the Military Roxd School served as the only school evailable 12 African-American siudents in o
large area of upper Northwest. Ural testimoay also documents that the Schuul saived &3 & symbalic social and
community center for residents in the area. With public school desegregation, it was closed in 1954, and it has been
used for various public and education activities since thal time,

Designation
The Review Board hereby designates the Military Road School and ity site a3 & historic landmark in the D.C.
Invemary, and recommends its nom ination W the National Reglswr, fur the following reasums:

«  Built an the site of one of the eity's first public schools built for freedmen, the Military Road School retain its
bistorical connection with the struggle by AfricansAmcricans to secure the benefits of publiv education (HPRTY
Criteria Al and AZ; MNational Register Criterion AL

. Gituated under the view of Fort Stevens, on the old military transport road, and now adjacent to the greensward
of park lands connecting the Civil War forts, the schaol records the historic presence ol Washington's African-
American refugre serrloments and their interdependence with the military landscape (HPRB Criterla Al and
AZ: MR Criterion A);

+  Designed by the office of Municipal Architect, and reviewed by tha Cammission of Fine Arts, the school war
among the first of Washington's public schoal buildings 1 be produced undat this newly instituted system of
municipal design, thus reflecting the attempts to enhance the quality of public architecturs throughout the ity
during the City Desutiful era (HPRE Criterion AJ; NR Criterion C);

«  The building is a fine represcntative examphs of s small neighborheed public echeal, which particulerly reflects
the influence of programmatic requirements on architesiural design (HPRA Crilerion AY; NR Criterion C)

«  The building is & fine represcntative example the work of locally significant wrchirect Enowden Athford
(HPRB Critcrion A4, NR Criterion C); and,

+  The propery possesses sufficient integrity 10 convey the values and qualities for which itls judged significant,
and sulTicient time has passcd since [l was constructed to permit professional svalusiiva in its historie contoxt
(HFRB Criteria B aod C; NR Criteria of Integricy).

In sddition, the Review Board nates thal the site may contain imporant archacologica! evidence relsted 1o the
original school occupying the site, although the likelihood of this syidence hias pu besn evaluated, if present, sush
evidence could cunstitute an additional resson for desigration (HPRB Crierion AS: NR Criterion D).
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